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   TOWN OF SHEFFIELD 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
DECEMBER 7, 2015 

TOWN HALL 
7:00 PM 

 
Board Members Present:  Nadine A. Hawver, Chairman 

David A. Smith, Jr., Clerk 
    Andrew G. Petersen 

 
Others Present:  Rhonda LaBombard, Town Administrator 
    Alicia Dulin, Assistant to Town Administrator 
    Tammy Blackwell, Principal Assessor 
 
    Members of the public 
 
Selectman Hawver opened the meeting at 7:00 PM. 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Selectman Smith moved to approve the meeting minutes from September 29, 2015, 
November 10, 2015 and November 16, 2015 as presented, seconded by Selectman 
Petersen. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
TAX CLASSIFICATION HEARING: 
Chairman Hawver opened the Tax Classification Hearing at 7:01 PM. Tammy Blackwell, 
Chairman of the Board of Assessors, was present to discuss the Board of Assessors’ 
recommendation to establish a single tax rate. She stated that if approved by the Board of 
Selectmen the single tax rate would be $14.34. Discussion ensued. Selectman Smith 
moved to close the Tax Classification hearing, seconded by Selectman Petersen. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Smith closed the Tax Classification hearing at 7:06 PM 
 
Selectman Smith moved to follow the Board of Assessors recommendation and adopt a 
single tax rate of $14.34, seconded by Selectman Petersen. The motion carried 
unanimously. The Board thanked Ms. Blackwell. 
 
REST OF RIVER UPDATE: 
Rene Wood was present to give an update on the Rest of River. She stated that the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued the final remedy in late summer and GE 
is now disputing the final remedy. She explained that the next step is for representatives 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut, the EPA and GE to meet in mediation and if not 
resolved in mediation then it would go to a formal dispute process. She stated that DLTA 
grants can help with Rest of River expenses and asked the Board to support a DLTA 
grant. Selectman Smith authorized Administrator LaBombard to send an e-mail to BRPC 
indicating our interest in joining with the rest of the communities for a DLTA grant for 
Rest of River, seconded by Selectman Petersen. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CDBG UPDATE: 
Rene Wood was present to give an update on the status of the FY16 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) application. She stated that the application is due 
February 12, 2016. She stated that she conducted a windshield survey of 81 homes to 
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demonstrate the need for housing rehabilitation in Sheffield and is also gathering 
signatures on a letter of support to be submitted with the grant application. Ms. Wood 
suggested that the Board authorize one or two people to sign the required CDBG 
application documents so that they can be submitted in a timely manner. Selectman Smith 
moved to authorize Chairman Hawver or Administrator LaBombard to sign any required 
CDBG application documents, seconded by Selectman Petersen. The motion carried 
unanimously. Ms. Wood also asked the Board to think about how much money the Town 
will contribute towards both projects contained in the CDBG application. Discussion 
ensued. Selectman Smith moved to set aside $5,000 to be put towards housing 
rehabilitation for the FY16 CDBG application, seconded by Selectman Petersen the 
Motion carried unanimoulsy. Administrator LaBombard stated that the Board still needs 
to discuss how much money to commit to the construction funding for the back entrance 
of the Town Hall. Ms. Wood stated that she has written a letter in support of the housing 
rehabilitation and a letter in support of seeking construction funds for the architectural 
barrier removal for the back entrance of Town Hall for residents to sign in support of the 
FY16 CDBG application.  
 
Ms. Wood stated that she had a difficult time while doing the windshield survey because 
many houses did not have numbers on them. She suggested that residents take the time to 
get a 911 sign or make sure they have a visible house number. 
 
The Board thanked Ms. Wood for all of her work on the FY16 CDBG grant application. 
 
APPOINTMENT – AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION: 
Administrator LaBombard stated that Joan Sussman has submitted a letter requesting 
appointment to the Agricultural Commission. She stated that the appointment would be 
made at the Board’s next meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONTRACT WITH SHEFFIELD POLICE OFFICER’S 
ASSOCIATION: 
Administrator LaBombard stated that the contract with the Sheffield Police Officer’s 
Association has been approved by the Board and the Association and is ready to be 
signed. 
 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 
Administrator LaBombard reminded residents that the Town Hall will be closed to the 
public Wednesday on December 23, 2015 and will also be closed on December 24, 2015 
and December 25, 2015.  
 
ALCOHOL LICENSE RENEWALS: 
Administrator LaBombard read the following list of 2016 alcohol license renewals: 
The Bridge Restaurant 
Race Brook Lodge 
Stagecoach Tavern 
Barn Space Catering 
Blue Door Market and Café, LLC, dba PJ’s Country Store 
Silks Variety 
The Marketplace Café 
Village on the Green Restaurant and Pizzeria  
American Legion 
Kiwanis Club of Sheffield 
Selectman Smith moved to renew the 2016 alcohol license as presented, seconded by 
Selectman Petersen. The motion carried unanimously. 
 



 
  Board of Selectmen Minutes 
  December 7, 2015 Meeting 
  Page 3 of 3 
 

 
CURB CUT PERMIT: 
Administrator LaBombard stated that Elizabeth and Thomas Marino have submitted a 
curb cut permit application for new construction on County Road. She stated that both the 
Highway Superintendent and the Police Chief have signed the application, with the 
condition that the 24” pine tree on the south side of driveway be removed. Selectman 
Smith moved to approve the curb cut permit application as presented, with the condition 
that the 24” pine tree on the south side of the driveway be removed, seconded by 
Selectman Petersen. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
SELECTMEN’S ITEMS: 
Chairman Hawver stated that the Board was looking for residents through the Senior Tax 
Work-off Program interested in shoveling the walkways at Town buildings. She stated 
that anyone interested should see Administrator LaBombard. 
 
Chairman Hawver stated that she attended the annual tree lighting event and it was 
wonderful. She stated that the Mount Everett Band and Chorus were great and stated that 
she would like to compliment all of the people involved in organizing the event. 
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S ITEMS: 
Administrator LaBombard stated that through the Senior Tax Work-off Program three 
residents were able to receive money off of their taxes. She thanked those residents who 
have participated and encouraged other residents to apply. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Rene Wood asked the Board what the status on the General Bylaws was. Administrator 
LaBombard stated that the General Bylaws have been sent to Town Counsel and the 
project should be completed by the end of the year. 
 
Selectman Smith moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Selectman Petersen. The 
motion carried unanimoulsy. 
 

 
    Chairman Hawver adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
  
 
Alicia Dulin 
Assistant to the Town Administrator 
 
 
Documents reviewed at this meeting: 
Letter from Board of Assessors Regarding Tax Classification Hearing 
Letter of Interest – Agricultural Commission 
2016 Alcohol License Renewal Forms 
Curb Cut Permit Application – County Road 
 
 


